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REMARKS 

Claims 5-14 are all of the claims presently pending in this application. Claim 12 is 
withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected species. Claims 1-4 were 
previously cancelled. 

Regarding the objection to the drawings. Figs. 10-13 are hereby deleted, and Figs. 
14-17 are renumbered as Figs. 10-13 accordingly. Also the specification is hereby amended 
to delete the reference to original Figs. 10-13 in the "Brief Description of the Drawings" 
section and to renumber Figs. 14-17. 

The Abstract is hereby amended as suggested by the Examiner, as is the title of the 
invention. 

The rejection of claims 8-11, 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, is 
rendered moot by the foregoing amendments, wherein the Examiner's suggested amend- 
ments to claims 8, 9, 11, 13 and 14 were adopted. As to claim 10, Applicants respectfully 
submit that the Examiner did not identify any indefmiteness that would necessitate an 
amendment, and thus claim 10 is not amended. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request 
that the rejection be withdrawn. 

The prior art rejections in view of JP '144, JP '188, Hatakeyama and Oare are 
respectfully traversed for the reasons set forth below. 
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The present invention requires that a fraction R of the total area occupied by filaments 
be 0.45 to 0.95 in an arbitrarily selected portion of the steel cord having a length of 15 mm in 
an axial direction of the cord, when the selected portion is viewed at an arbitrary angle. JP 
'144 discloses a cord in which the cross-section is depressed. When the cord is viewed at an 
angle, e.g., when the cord in Fig. 1 (see Appendix I) is viewed from the left side, the fraction 
in the cross-section thereof is 100%. Directions of short and long diameters of the depressed 
shape (or oval shape) of the depressed cord are substantially fixed along the longitudinal 
direction of the cord. Therefore, even if filaments of the cord are twisted, the ratio of the 
area occupied by the filaments to a cross-section obtained by making X-rays penetrate the 
cord along the direction of the long diameter of the depressed shape thereof is almost 100%. 
Accordingly, cited reference JP '144 does not disclose the cord of the present invention. 
That is, the cord of the present invention is one in which the fraction of the total area 
occupied by filaments is 45% to 95% when measured at any angle, and is an open cord in 
which a rubber can penetrate the cord at any angle and which is quite different from JP ' 144. 

The cord shown in Fig. 1 of JP '188 has portions in which filaments are parallel to 
each other, and portions in which filaments are not parallel to each other. When a fraction of 
the total area occupied by the filaments in the portion in which the filaments are parallel to 
each other is measured at an angle (e.g., when the fraction is measured at an angle of about 
30 degrees, indicated by reference character "I" in Fig. 1 (see Appendix II), with respect to 
one side of a square showing a cross-section of one of the portions in which the filaments are 
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parallel to each other), the fraction is 100%. Meanwhile, it is clear from a cross-section 
indicated by reference character "II" that the filaments are twisted in the portions in which 
they are not parallel to each other and that the filaments are brought into contact with each 
other, meaning that the fraction is 100%. Accordingly, the cord of JP '188 has a fraction of 
100% when measured at a specific angle and, thus, JP '188 does not disclose the present 
invention. 

In Hatakeyama et al., twisting of an open cord is merely drawn by lines, and the refer- 
ence neither discloses nor suggests the fraction defined in the present invention. 

Finally, Oare clearly fails to supply the deficiencies of the primary references. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the prior art rejections be 
withdrawn. 

In view of the preceding amendments and remarks, reconsideration and allowance of 
this application are now believed to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any 
points remain in issue that the Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or 
telephonic interview, she is kindly requested to contact the undersigned attorney at the local 
telephone number listed below. 
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A Petition for Extension of Time with appropriate fee accompanies this document. 
The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all additional required fees (except the Issue 
Fee and/or the Publication Fee) to our Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayment to said Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SUGHRUE MION, PLLC Steven M. Gruskin 

Telephone: (202)293-7060 Registration No. 36,818 

Facsimile: (202)293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 

Date: September 9, 2003 
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